-dried fruit industry
{ OPEN letter to all purchasers and

i packers of Australian dried vine
- fruit:

ian dried fruit packing companies
.- who have signalled a reduction
-in dried vine fruit production this
 year due to drought. - ‘

- Low prices in recent years, and .

- not drought impacts on water allo-
cations, have been the main cause
of the reduction in dried grape pro-
duction in Australia. -

To reaffirm, it should be undef— -

- stood that the main factor influ-
- encing the drop in production has
. been the low prices paid in recent

years, which have been unviable
i for growers.

[ . Asa result, some é&wgrsfhaw‘

 made the decision to cease produc-

i tion and this has impacted on the

vindustry’s ability to sustain produc-

- tion. ERR S ;
- Clearly, the prices paid in recent

seasons ‘and the increased prices
I'being offered for the 2008 crop do
‘not reflect the costs incurred in

fgpmdqc_ing a crop, particularly ata -

; ime of critically low water alloca-

{tions.” hi i
i+ Many growers have bought wa-
Uter or.abandoned large ‘areas of
" 'Those who did buy water did
.80 with an expectation that they
- would be paid a fair price. )

“This has not been forthcoming,

‘Had the packers been pro-active

. and offered growers a realistic price:

 for the 2008 crop earlyin 2007 more
. ‘irrigators would have been encour-
~aged to buy water for critical early
| irrigations and thus helped main-
. tain a greater area in production in
1. 2008. o Lo

‘.. Importantly if - the remaining

wproductive base is.to be jmain-
Vtained, "a ‘further ift in the 2008

-priceis required to provide funds to

«cover not only the additional cost -
 of purchasing water, buf'the oper--

- ating funds required to produce the
i .For_ the Australian dried yine
 fruit industry to get through this

| crisis, it isimportant that marketers .
-and packers share the additional fi- *

«nancial pain with growers. ' .

i 'Ihe»_ifutur\e"k(?f the ‘Australian

2
ldnedmneinutmd Ty is in.

ADFA branches are responding -
! to recent statements from Austral- -




